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The raw materials used for formulation of cosmetic preparations are of 3 types:- 

a) Functional ingredients 

b)  Ingredients added for aesthetic effect  

c) Claims/claim ingredients 

Functional ingredients:- Their main purpose is to deliver a formulae to the customer for 

their  benefit. These materials act by improving the feel of product when applied to skin or 

hair. Example: Vaseline has been used widely as a functional ingredient of cosmetic 

preparations. 

The following are the different types of functional ingredients used in the formulation of 

cosmetics: 

• Cleansers:- Exfoliants, Non- surfactants 

• Conditioners:- Silicones, Humectants, Occlusives 

• Drug Actives:- Sunscreens, Amtibacterials, Antidandruff 

• Film formers:- Hair polymers, Skin polymers 

• Colors:- Hair colors, Skin colors  

 

Ingredients added for aesthetic effect:- These ingredients are helpful in the delivery of 

functional ingredients, making them more stable, by improving the look and feel of overall 

product. They play an important role for the customers personal care, therefore the 

formulator should have thorough knowledge of these ingredients.  

The examples of ingredients added for aesthetic effect include: 

• Solvents 
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• Anti-irritants 

• Fillers 

• Plasticizers 

• Thickners 

• Preservatives 

 

Claim ingredients:- These are also known as “Fairy dust” because customers do not buy 

cosmetic products in order to improve their skin or hair looks and feel. They also buy the 

products because of looks, smell and packaging. In order to support the marketing story of 

the product and the claims made, formulators have to justify claim ingredients. The 

examples of claim ingredients include 

• Biotechology related 

• Vitamins 

• Naturals 

• Proteins 

 

1. Basic raw materials used for cosmetic products 

The basic raw material used for formulation of cosmetic products is water. 

1.1 Water 

Water is the most abundantly used raw material for the preparation of cosmetics as it acts 

as a universal solvent or vehicle for almost all ingredients and formulations. It is inert, 

thereby causing no interaction with any excipient. It dissolves many ingredients that are 
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helpful for personnel care of skin. It is the main ingredient used in the preparation of various 

cosmetics formulations like lotion, creams, liniments, moisturizers, shaving products, etc. 

However, formulator should take precaution that water used for preparation of personal 

skin care products should be free from toxins, pollutants, microbes and any other harmful 

material. 

The main function of water used in skin care produts is to furnish moisture into the skin, 

and become natural ingredient for the skin treatment. 

About 10% concentration of water is required for the softness of the skin (generally outer 

most layer).  

The preparations containing water as an ingredient must also have antimicrobial agents for 

ensuring physical stability of the product by preventing  microbial growth. 

Besides water, other examples of solvents used for formulation of cosmetics include 

cyclomethicone and ethanol.             

For use as a basic raw material in the formulation of cosmetic products, the quality of 

water, which relates indirectly to the source is very important.  A variety of contaminants 

can be present in water which can be in the form of unwanted minerals, suspended 

particles, organic compounds etc. Water can be classified as soft water and hard water 

depending on the quantity of organics present. 

The quality of the final product is governed by the quality of ingredients used, the water 

quality being an indispensible part in producing a good quality cosmetic product 

consistently. Although procedures employed for cleaning equipments used for formulation 

of cosmetic products do not require high purity of water but other procedures like in process 
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testing of the formulations requires the water of high purity in order to avoid any chances of 

errors in the results of analysis. 

Depending on the source of acquisition, the water should be treated by various methods 

like deionization, distillation, or reverse osmosis, to get water of the desired quality for use 

in the formulation of cosmetic formulations. Further, routine and regular examination of the 

quality of the water used in formulation of cosmetic products should be done by appropriate 

physical, chemical and microbiological techniques to produce products of desired purity 

and quality consistently. 

                          

2. Oily Materials 

2.1 Introduction:- The second raw material used widely for the preparation of various 

cosmetic  formulations include oils which can be either of animal origin or vegetable origin. 

 

 2.2 Oils and fats: The oils used in the skin care products as a raw material should possess 

essential properties like satisfactory viscosity and consistency, pleasing appearance, 

appropriate hardness, good feel besides helping in spreadability and flow charachteristics 

of the cosmetic product.. They should be compatible with all ingredients, during preparation 

of cosmetics and during the shelf life. Besides this they should be inert, non irritant and 

should not cause any undesirable effect which are harmful for humans. 

The types of oils used in the preparation of cosmetics based on their origin are given in 

Figure 1. 
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               Figure 1: Different types of oils used in cosmetic preparations 

         

Fats 

The third commonly used ingredients in cosmetic preparations are fats, which include fatty 

acids and fatty alcohols. 
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They are used for easy spreadability to the skin, and also keep the product in place. They 

also act as lubricant, deliver the product deep into the skin (in case of skin care products) 

and provide better skin apperance. 

A few examples of fatty acids include stearic acid, oleic acid, palmitic acid, myristic acid, 

lauric acid 

 A few examples of fatty alcohol include Cetyl alcohol, sterayl alcohol, Cetanol, Cetostearyl 

alcohol, Lanolin and its derivative 

 

2.3 Waxes 

These are the unsaponifiable compounds having high melting point. When waxes are used 

in combination with compatible oils, they result in desired softness. Examples of waxes 

used as raw material are given in Table 1. 

Table 1: Examples of various waxes used as raw material in cosmetic preparations 

S No NAME OF WAXES CHARACTERISTICS USES 

1 Carnuba Wax White or light yellow 

hard brittle solid with 

pleasant odour 

Improves melting point of 

wax esters, increase 

hardness and have a 

tendency to reduce 

viscosity. Mainly used for 

lipstick, mascara, hair 

removal wax product 

2 Wood Wax (Japan Wax) Milk color has sour 

smell, sticky 

Used in lotion and cream 

cosmetics 
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3 Candelilla Wax Solid pale yellow 

translucent or opaque 

Used in lipstick and other 

lake like cosmetics 

4 Lanolin Translucent yellow oily 

viscous ointment like 

semi-solid 

Good emulsifier, wetting 

agent and used for 

creams, sunscreen 

products, soap, lipstick, 

etc 

5 Beeswax Fatty acid having high 

melting point 

In ancient time, mainly 

used for cold cream. 

However, now-a-days 

used for mascara, lipstick, 

eye shadow stick 

preparation 

6 Jojoba Wax Transparent and 

odorless pale yellow 

liquid 

Good moisturizer, used in 

lotion, cream, shampoo, 

lipstick, baby skin 

products, etc 

 

 

2.4 Hydrocarbons 

The hydrocarbons used for the preparation of cosmetic products mainly are straight or 

branched chain hydrocarbons because they are least affected by pH changes, oxidation, 

etc. They also have high boiling point, and saponification value. In cosmetics, they prevent 

loss of the moisture from skin surface. Examples of various hydrocarbons used in 

cosmetics are given in Table 2.  
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Table 2: Examples of hydrocarbons used for different cosmetic preparations 

S No HYDROCARBONS PROPERTY   USES 

1 Liquid paraffin white oil 

or gas oil 

Clear colorless, tasteless, 

viscous liquid 

Used in hair oil, 

creams like vanishing, 

cold and shaving 

creams 

2 Vaseline Mineral fat, white, odorless, 

chemically inert, good 

adhesion property 

Skin creams, eye 

shadows, mascara, 

hair color ointment 

3 Ozokerite Product of high melting 

point (74°C to 78°C) 

Raw material for 

emulsion products 

4 Squalene Derived from shark liver oil, 

transparent, oily liquid non-

toxic 

Used in all kinds of 

creams, lotion, 

lipstick, eye liner 

preparations 

5 Polysiloxane (Silicone oil 

or silicone) 

Pyysiologically inert, 

odorless, non-toxic 

Used for creams, 

lotion, eyeshadows, 

lipstick, shampoo 

preparations 

 

2.5 Higher fatty acids 

 Fatty acids containing COOH group at its terminal are highly polar and are commercially 

used raw material for the preparation of cosmetics. Sometimes fatty acids may undergo 

saponification with other agents and therefore a careful examination of their reactivity 

should be done before formulation of cosmetics. Table 3 represents the various fatty acids 

used for cosmetic preparations. 
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Table 3: Examples of higher fatty acids 

S No. NAME OF FATTY 

ACID 

MOLECULAR 

FORMULA 

MOLECULAR 

WEIGHT 

USES 

1 Oleic acid C18H34O2 282.5 Toilet soaps, liquid 

soaps, cleansers, 

also a foaming & 

viscosity agent 

2 Stearic acid C18H36O2 284.5 For the preparation of 

creams 

3 Lauric acid C12H24O2 200.3 For manufacturing 

liquid soaps, body 

soaps & neutralizing 

with KOH in advance 

4 Behenic acid C22H44O2 340.6 Rarely used in 

cosmetics 

5 Myristic acid C14H28O2 228.4 In liquid body soaps  

6 Isostearic acid C18H36O2 284.5 Suitable for liquid 

cosmetic 

 

2.6 Higher alcohols 

Higher alcohols refer to those alcohols which have large number of carbons, thereby 

resulting in a more hydrophobic nature of alcohol. These have straight, branched or 

unsaturated chain of carbons with OH group at its end. They are used for emulsification 

purpose as an oily ingredient.  

They can be classified as:- 
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a) Single chain alcohols:-  

A few examples of single chain alcohols commonly used in cosmetics are: 

 Cetanol, best higher alcohol used for increasing viscosity of creams. 

 Arachidyl alcohol (C20H42O), C20 higher alcohol, is mainly used in many cosmetics 

except in some hair wax products. 

 Stearyl alcohol (C18H38O) is another single chain alcohol which is used in 

manufacturing of creams for better feel to skin care. 

 Cetostearyl alcohol (mixture of 50% cetanol and 50% stearyl alcohol) is another 

higher alcohol which serves the same function as cetanol and stearyl alcohol in the 

formulation of cosmetics. 

Other examples include Caprylic alcohol (C10H22O), Caproyl alcohol (C6H14O), etc. 

b) Unsaturated alcohols:- 

These types of alcohols are not used alone but in combination with cetanol. They are used 

in the production of soft cram that feels very oily and results in better moisturizing effect  

An example of unsaturated alcohols is oleyl alcohol (c18h26o).  

c) Branched-chain alcohols:- 

These types are also used for manufacturing of various cosmetics such as creams, etc.  

A few examples of commonly used branched chain alcohols include:- 

 Sterols (Cholestrol and phytosterol) which have good moisturizing as well as 

emulsification effect. 

 Octyldodecanol (C20H42O), which is used for the manufacturing of creams, especially 

for both leave-on and rinse-off type. It provides a very smooth texture to cosmetics. 
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2.7 Esters 

These oily substances are a combination of fatty acids and alcohol, bound by ester bonds 

which may be one, two or three. They are formed by a process of esterification. 

These have small molecular weight with pleasant odour.  The esters having high molecular 

weight have weaker odour. Therefore, unsaturated esters have stronger odours than the 

saturated ones. 

Because of their pleasant odour they are used in the fragnance and flavouring industries, 

besides being used as fixatives and carrier solvents. 

Examples of esters include:- 

1. Schercemol TM Esters- This is the best upcoming class of esters used for skin care 

purposes. It is used for colour cosmetics as well as hair care applications. It is also 

used for moisturizing, lubricating, protecting and softening purposes. 

2. Some alkyl esters are used in baby skin care products, in the production of 

formulations applied on eye or mucus membranes. Some are used in the production 

of sprays also. Examples include Isopropyl myristate (76.6%) in hair sprays and 

Ethylhexylpalmitate (45%) in tanning preparations. 

 

3. Cetyl esters, are  widely used in a variety of cosmetics products types, such as in 

moisturizers, skin care & make up products, cleansing products etc by acting as 

lubricants (in case of skin) and giving a soft and smooth appearance. 

 

4. Fatty acid esters:- A few examples of fatty acids esters used for formulation of 

cosmetic products are given in Table 4. 



Raw materials used for cosmetic preparations 2016 

 

 

 

Pharmaceutical 
sciences 

 Cosmetics 

 Raw materials used for Cosmetic preparations 

12 
 

 

Table 4: Fatty acid esters used in preparation of cosmetic products  

Name of esters Appearance Properties 

Myristyl myristate Powder Additive for shampoo 

and conditioners 

Cholesrteryl isotearate Gel Ester oil with high 

moisturizing effect, 

additive in cream and 

lipstick preparation 

Octyldedecyl myristate Liquid Mild grade emollient, 

having good adaptation 

to skin 

Ethylhexyl stearate Liquid High penetrative 

property and 

spreadability 

Searyl stearate Flakes Additive for shampoos 

and conditioners 

 

 

5. Jojoba esters:- These are the hydrogenated product of jojoba oil, commonly used as 

emollient in cosmetics such as shampoo, lipsticks, moisturizing lotions, etc. 

 

2.8 Silicones 

These are derivatives of silica having unique fluid property giving a feel of silk on skin and 

impart emolience as well as moisturizer effect. Dermatologically, they are used for wound 
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healing and for improving appearance of scars. Also, these are used in leave on skin 

products and in hair products. 

Examples of commonly used silicones include cyclopentasiloxane and cyclohexasiloxane, 

dimethicone, etc.  

Silicones have been shown to be helpful for treating dryness and flaking produced from 

common anti-acne ingredients such as benzyl peroxide and topical antibiotics. Also these 

are employed as fillers for the improvement of appearance of acne scars. Silicones give 

best feel to the skin because of smooth, velvety, nongreasy and nontacky nature.  

Besides this, they are also used in sun care products, for providing protection against UV 

radiations; in color cosmetics, (example phenyl silicones) for providing glossy look, for hair 

conditioning purposes  (example: voltaile silicones used in shampoo) for dryness purposes, 

in hair styling products (example: silicon polyesters) to confer optimized form to hair and  as 

antiperspirants containing aluminum salts. 

The structure of few silicone are given in Figure 2. 

                 

                Cyclopentasiloxane                                                   Dimethicone 
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                                               Cyclohexasiloxane 

Figure 2: Structure of few examples of silicones 

3. Study of various physical properties of cosmetic raw materials 

1. Polarity 

Polarity is a very important physical property as it affects a number of other physical 

properties like solubility of ingredients, melting point and boiling point of ingredients etc. 

Based on the inter atomic bonds, a compound can be ionic, polar or non-polar. Formulation 

of cosmetic ingredients with polar ingredients facilitates the easy preparation of the 

formulation. 

2. Optical Activity  

 

Optical activity or optical rotation is an important property which is used to detect presence 

of optically active ingredients example citrus blends in cosmetic products. 

3. Index of refraction or refractive index 

Refractive index, an important property measured by a instrument called refractometer, is 

defined as the ratio of the speed of light in a vacuum to its speed in the test substance. The 

refractive index gives confirmation about the identity and purity of an ingredient as each 

homogeneous ingredient has a constant refractive index. The test also provides a evidence 
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that the components of a formulation are consistent both quantitatively and qualitatively, 

thereby indirectly providing evidence of the quality of the product. 

Matching of refractive indices has been used for the formulation of cosmetic emulsions. 

During their formulation the refractive index of oil phase is matched with refractive index of 

the aqueous phase resulting in the formulation of clear formulations with no refraction. 

4. Molar refraction 

The physical properties refractive index and density of a substance are important 

determinants of molar refraction and polarizability of a substance. Molar refractivity is 

indicative of total polarizability of one mole of a substance. A study of molar refraction is 

necessary for pharmaceutical chemist, since majority of the biochemical processes occur in 

water. The property can also be used to ascertain the permeability and absorption of a drug 

through biological membranes.  

5. Interfacial tension 

It is a very important property to be consideredduring formulation of cosmetic product. The 

choice of the ingredients would affect the interfacial tension and inturn spreadability of the 

formulation. For example inclusion of substances imparting low interfacial tension like 

Dimethicone’s in skin care products helps in the formation of smooth films on the skin after 

application with better spreadability of the product as desired. 

6. Physical absorption 

The physical  and percutaneous absorption of cosmetic products depends on many factors 

such as their diffusion capacity, morphology of the stratum corneum and the partition 

coefficient of the formulation. Thus for having best effect after application, the formulator 

should consider and evaluate all the above parameters. 

7. Identification testing of acids, base and buffer 
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The pH of the skin varies between 4 and 6. Therefore  for improved efficacy of the cosmetic 

product, the choice of the ingredients and the final pH of the formulation should also be 

considered. Example, the activity of  antiaging products containing alpha hydroxy acids 

decreases if the final pH of the formulation is kept more neutral. Similarly, efficacy of 

ingredients like  preservatives, polymeric thickeners and dyes used in cosmetic products is 

also affected by pH. 

 

4. ANTIMICROBIALS AND ASTRINGENT 

4.1 Antimicrobials 

The spoilage of cosmetics is mainly due to the following reasons:- 

 Oxidation of oils and fats 

 Microbial growth 

Antimicrobials are the agents that protect the formulation against the growth of 

microorganisms. 

Their purpose is not only to clean the skin but also to reduce or minimize the microbial 

flora. These are the promising agents for prevention of personal skin care products during 

storage and after they are opened.  

Figure 3 represents the ideal behavior of an anti microbial agent as they should provide 

sustain anti microbial action, non-toxic, non-irritant, colourlesss and non allergic to the 

human body. 
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                     Figure 3: Ideal behavior of an anti microbial agent 

The concentrations of few anti microbial agents used in cosmetic preparations are given in 

Table 5. 

Table 5: Examples of anti microbial agents used in cosmetic preparations with 

concentrations 

ANTIMICROBIAL AGENTS CONCENTRATION 

Benzyl alcohol 0.1% 

Benzoic acid 0.5% 

Benzalkonium chloride 0.25% 

Chlorbutanol 0.5% 

Formaldehyde 0.1% 
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p-hydroxy benzoic acid 0.1% 

Phenyl mercuric acetate 0.002% 

Salicylic acid 0.5% 

Sorbic acid 1.0% 

 

A few examples of antimicrobial agents used in cosmetic preparations include:- 

 Lauricidin® (monolaurin)- It is a new preservative or anti microbial agent, having 

both anti oxidant and chelating properties 

 Formaldahyde Releasers- Examples include DMDM Hydantoin, Germall Plus, 

Diazolidinyl Urea  

 Isothiazolinones- Examples include Kathon which have broad spectrum activity. 

 Parabens- Examples include Methyl paraben, propyl paraben, buttyl parabens, 

Germaben II  

 Organic acids- Examples include benzoic acid, Anisic acid, Levulinic acid which are 

effective against most fungi but have weak efficacy against bacteria. 

 Triclocarbon (TCC)- It is widely used anti- microbial soap bar, containing TCC as the 

active ingredient. 

 Triclosan- About 1% of the liquids soaps are prepared with triclosan 

 

A final monograph was prepared by FDA in 1994, in which the topical antimicrobial 

products were classified in 3 categories:- 

1. Antiseptic hand wash or health care personnel hand wash 

2. Patient preoperative skin preparations 

3. Surgical hand scrub 
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4.2 Astringents  

Astringents are used to provide cooling and tightening effect on the skin. The cooling effect 

may be due to addition of materials such as alcohol, using ice pack, or by applying 

aromatic compounds like menthol and sage. 

In cosmetics, astringents are used to firm and tone the skin, constricting the pores and 

creating a protective layer of firm tissue between the under layers of skin and the elements. 

A cosmetic astringent is sometimes called a toner, and it is usually applied after bathing but 

before the application of moisturizers. After shaves are also astringents. Using an 

astringent after shaving can help to reduce the pain of minor cuts while also soothing the 

skin. 

Examples of astringent include alum, acacia, yarrow, bayberry, distills vinegar. Astringent 

preparations include silver nitrate, zinc oxide, zinc sulfate, tincture of benzoin, Gallic acids, 

etc.  

 

 Gel based astringent containing Acrylates/Allyl Methacrylate Copolymer (26%). It is a 

film-former and provides tightening effect, while removing oil from pores 

 

 

 PEG-33 and PEG-8 Dimethicone and PEG-14- They provide better smoothening and 

tightening effects on the skin. 

 

5. Other raw materials 

http://www.wisegeekhealth.com/what-are-pores.htm
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UV absorbers- These are the agents which are used to prevent the decomposition of any 

cosmetic preparation from UV radiations, which are chiefly responsible for the degradation 

of many chemicals, plastics, oils, colouring agents perfumes, etc. The degradation of a 

susbstance by UV light is repesented in Figure 4. 

 

Figure 4: Degradation or decomposition of substance by UV radiation 

 

Figure 4 indicates that the degradation of substances by UV light occurs in 2 ways. First 

mechanism involves inittiation of decomposition of substance by UV rays and then the 

decomposition proceed by another mechanism. Second mechanism involves direct 

decomposition of substance by absorbing UV energy.   

They include:- 

1. Substituted acrylonitriles 
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2. 2-hydroxy-benzotriazoles 
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3. 2-hydroxybenzophenones 

                 

 

 

When the UV absorbers are used in proper concentrations they protect the products from 

UV degradations by filtering out all of the UV light before it hits the material.  

The following factors should be considered while deciding selection of UV absorbers to be 

used:- 

1. Solubility:- For the better absorption efficay of the UV absorbers as a stabilizer,it should 

be soluble in the system in which it is used. If the absorber precipiatates out of solution or 

exudes out of a film, rapid degradation will occur and the product can last for only short 

period of time. If it is soluble, it can last for long period of time without decomposition.  

 

2. Compatibility:- There should be a compatibility of UV absorbers with other ingredients 

used in the system. Eg:- alkali pH will result in reducing the efficiency of 

hydroxybenzotriazoles and hydroxybenzophenones.  

 

3. Concentration:- A minimum concentration of UV absorber is necessary in order to 

stabilize the product effectively against UV degeradation. This concentration may vary by 
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the thickness of material in which it is used or incorporated. In addition to this, color of the 

absorber, ofcourse toxicity or dermatological effects of the absorber are also critical. 

 

Commercially available absorbers used as stabilizers are:- 

a) Uvinul© (Antara) 

b) Cyasorb (Cyanamid) 

c) Salol (Dow) 

d) Tinuvin (Geigy) 

6. Perfumes and colours 

6.1 Perfumes 

Perfumes are a mixture of fragnant essential oils, aroma compounds, fixatives and solvents 

which used to give a pleasant smell to human body, objects, and a living spaces.  

Sources of perfumes:- 

The sources of perfumes are given in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5: The different sources of perfumes 

 

Fixatives: These are the agents of animal source which enable the perfumes to evaporate 

slowly and emit odors for longer time. Eg:- Musk, Civet, Castoreum 
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Perfumes/Odorant types 

The different types of perfumes are:- 

 Concretes 

                    Purest, soft plant parts placed in solvent 

 Absolutes 

                   Concretes concentrated in alcohol 

 Tinctures 

                   Perfumes made after direct extraction with alcohol 

 Distilled essential oils 

         Most common modern method of making perfumes by distillation 

 

Fragrance notes: Perfume is just like musical metaphor which is having three sets of 

notes. Figure 6 represents the various notes of fragnance. 

1. TOP NOTES: Also called HEAD NOTES. These notes consist of small, light 

molecules which evaporate quickly. They are helpful for the person’s first impression 

to the perfume and thus are very important in the selling of perfume. 

 

2. MIDDLE NOTES: This note compounds form the heart or main body of perfume 

and act to mask the unpleasant initial impression of base notes, which become more 

pleasant with time.   
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3. BASE NOTES: It appears close to the middle notes. The base and middle notes 

together form main theme of perfume. It maintains solidity to the perfume. 

 

 

 

 

                 Figure 6: Different notes of fragnance 

 

6.2 Colours 

 The colouring agents or colourants are the agents which give distinctive appearance to 

the products. These are the ingredients which are either used alone, or in combination 

with other ingredients to alter the color to the product for creating impression of the 

product on the customer. 
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      The ideal properties of colourants are:- 

1. They should be non toxic and should have no physiological activity. 

2. Should be free from harmful impurities 

3. Should have colouring power should be high, so only small quantities are 

required 

4. Should be free from objectionable taste and odour 

5. Should be unafffected by oxidizing or reducing agents and pH changes 

6.  Should be stable during storage, unaffected by microorganism and light 

7. Should be readily available and inexpensive 

 

Classification of colourants 

Figure 7 represent the different types of colourants used as raw material for the  various 

cosmetic preparations 

                       

                  Figure 7: Types of colourants used in cosmetics 
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Table 6 gives the list of colours approved by FD&C for use in cosmetics. 

Table 6: List of approved colors by FD&C 

Name of colour Characteristics 

Annatto Yellow to orange color derived from shrub grow in 

southern hemisphere 

Beta-carotene Yellow to orange color pigment derived from fungus 

and having good stability 

Carmine Bright red colorant with bluish shade, derived from 

female conchineal beetles in Peru 

Curcumin Yellow color derived from spice called turmeric 

Canthaxanthin Red color derived form mushroom or shrimp 

Guaiazulene Blue colorant derived from Chamomile plant 

Guanine Derived from herring fish scales, purplish in color, used 

in all types of cosmetics 

Henna Brown dye derived from Henna plant, used for hair 

coloring 

Lycopene Reddish/orange color derived from tomatoes 
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Summary 

The use of cosmetic raw materials depends upon their types. These are oils, fats and 

waxes, water, preservatives, etc. They possess specific properties to the cosmetics 

products. All the materials used are either of natural, synthetic or semi-synthetic origin. The 

raw materials used should be inert, compatible, non-toxic and acceptable for the production 

of all kinds of cosmetic products. The colours used as raw materials should be approve by 

FD&C. These raw materials should be cheaply and easily available.  

 

 


